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A network for learning among Caribbean marine resource managers

Peer-to-Peer Learning Exchange 

Fisheries Management for 

Caribbean Marine Protected Areas

Saba, September 25-28, 2018
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A partnership between: 
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10 Caribbean countries/territories, 

30 coral reef MPAs nominated by local agencies

MPAs nominated by agencies:

• Biological value (high)

• Conservation viability (high)

• Level of threat (moderate-low)

Countries selected:

• Ecological significance

• Commitments to international initiatives 

• Readiness  - implementing MPAs as tool

• Linkages to US jurisdiction reefs

Peer-to-peer exchanges Site support

Regional Network

Capacity assessmentPriorities analysis
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process
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Photo: Sandy Island/Oyster Bed MPA, E. Doyle
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20 elements of management capacity
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20 elements of management capacity
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peer-to-peer learning
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Capacity Assessment Tool 

Tiered approach

Tier 1: Little to no capacity

Tier 2: Medium capacity

Tier 3: High capacity 
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Site-level example: Saba Bank National Park
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A network for learning among Caribbean marine resource managers

2017 Priority Capacity Building Needs

N=29 MPAs
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Current Capacity – Fisheries Management

Tier 1 
43%

Tier 2
18%

Tier 3
36%

N/A
3%

Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3 N/A

2017, N=29

partnerships
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A partnership between: 

and

Dana Wusinich-Mendez
Atlantic and Caribbean 
Team Lead, NOAA Coral 
Reef Conservation 
Program

dana.wusinich-
mendez@noaa.gov
Phone: +1 (301) 204-7143

Emma Doyle
MPA Connect 
Coordinator,
Gulf and Caribbean 
Fisheries Institute (GCFI)

emma.doyle@gcfi.org
Phone: 
+1 (832) 566-0484
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www.gcfi.org/initiatives/mpa-capacity-program/
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