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Dr Megan Davis seeks renomination to the GCFI Board. Megan is Research Professor and Director, Queen Conch Lab, Florida Atlantic University, Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute. Megan is currently serving as the Vice Chair of the Board and would like to continue in that position for the term.
Dr. Manoj Shivlani seeks renomination to the GCFI board, emphasizing his long-standing commitment and contributions to the organization. As a university lecturer and researcher, he mentors over 20 students annually, many of whom have presented at GCFI conferences, fostering collaboration and professional growth. He teaches a range of marine science and policy courses. His research spans fisheries, coastal tourism, wastewater management, and marine protected areas across the western Atlantic. Notable projects include fishery management plans in The Bahamas, wastewater assessments in the Caribbean, and stakeholder studies in the Florida Keys. Current work involves tuna capacity building, crew economic health in US fisheries, and scenario planning in Puerto Rico and the USVI.
Martin Russell is seeking renomination to the Gulf and Caribbean Fisheries Institute (GCFI) Board. He has been involved with GCFI since 2000, serving on the Board since 2013 and as Chair for five years across two terms. He brings expertise in marine protected areas (MPAs), fisheries, and fish spawning aggregations, with strong experience collaborating with government, NGOs, and stakeholders. Martin currently manages the Coral Sea Marine Park for the Australian Government and chairs the Board for Science and Conservation of Fish Aggregations. He proposes to continue as “Former-Chair,” lead the Nominations Committee, serve on ExCom, and contribute to the Ad-Hoc Historic Committee.
Emma Doyle expresses her intent to be re-nominated to the GCFI Board, highlighting her deep involvement in the institute’s Caribbean-based activities and her success in securing funding for key programs. She brings strong technical expertise in marine conservation, particularly in protected area management and sustainable NGO financing. Emma has extensive regional partnerships and participates in various collaborative platforms, leveraging her multilingual skills (English, Spanish, Dutch) to support GCFI’s mission. Emma aims to enhance regional networking, organizational effectiveness, and long-term financial sustainability for GCFI.
Jeremy Higgs has been nominated by GCFI Former-Chair, Nancy J. Brown-Peterson. Jeremy is Assistant Director at the Center for Fisheries Research and Development (CFRD), University of Southern Mississippi. With over 15 years of experience in fisheries management research across Mississippi, the Gulf of Mexico, and U.S. federal waters, he has built strong partnerships with both commercial and recreational sectors. His involvement with GCFI began in 2012 as a Schmied Scholarship recipient. Since then, he has actively contributed through conference presentations, student mentoring, auction support, and committee service, including the Schmied Scholarship Committee. Jeremy is motivated by a desire to give back to the GCFI community and aims to support student engagement and the organization’s mission. If selected, he intends to continue his work with the Student Awards Committee and help strengthen GCFI’s future.

image1.png
L g

GULF aAnD CARIBBEAN
FISHERIES INSTITUTE, INC.




