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Why decontaminate
• Wetsuits, booties, gloves, and the 

internal bladder of BCDs can harbor and 
proliferate pathogenic bacteria

• Pathogens adhere to other dive and 
snorkel gear when diver contacts the 
bottom and touches corals 

• Pathogens on dive gear may survive for 
extended periods and can be transferred 
among reefs and internationally



Comparison of seawater and swatch recoveries

Number of bacteria (per 
group) in 100 mL of 

seawater

Number of bacteria (per 
group) recovered from 

neoprene divesuit swatch 
exposed in the fieldWoodley, NOAA/NCCOS



Bacteria adherence and 
removal from neoprene
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Serratia marcescens
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Ways to minimize contamination

• Proper buoyancy; avoid touching 
marine organisms and contact bottom

• Remove debris from dive gear between 
dives

• Wash gear with freshwater between 
dives and allow to air dry

• Decontaminate gear 





Plan your dives



FKNMS (Florida)





Quaternary ammonium compounds

• SaniZide, Safetec, Advance TBE, Bi-
Arrest 2, Confidence Plus, Dettol

• Broad spectrum of effectiveness against 
Gram negative and gram positive 
bacteria, viruses, and fungi. 

• Non-corrosive 
• 10 minute soak, freshwater rinse
• Contain phenols; need proper 

disposal
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Other options

Chlorohexadine gluconate disinfectant 
(FGNMS)
• 10% solution in freshwater
• Contains ethyl alcohol and glycerin



Challenges

• Must be effective
• Avoid damage to gear
• How do you neutralize and dispose of 

solutions?



Disposal

Bleach: 
• Wash bucket can be left in sun 

for 24 hours then dumped 
• Addition of Bisulfate (AntiChlor), 

Thiosulfate (Bleach Stop) or 
hydrogen peroxide to neutralize

Quaternary Ammonia
• NeutraQuat neutralizes phenols
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