MPAConnect guide to detect
Stony Coral Tissue Loss Disease
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Be Alert!

A new coral disease is causing
high mortality of stony corals

- NOAA
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Cause is unknown but it is
water-borne and may spread
via direct contact
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On coral colonies On dive sites
Multiple lesions Rapid spread among corals

Rapid mortality

What can managers do?
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: . e y three 6 stakeholders e water management,
species via days to weekly, ’ exchange ballast
roving diver take photos, note encourage offshore and not
surveys date and location S ROUTINE on coral reefs
Monitor sentinel Inform your agency Preven’; spread - Seek training
' about new threat, wash dive gear in lots of in protocols

e sites weekly - e seek contingency e fresh water and sun dry, e for treatment
old, large, healthy, support, investi- disinfect survey tools, of priority
spawning gate supplies for dive on clean sites corals
colonies treatment before infected sites

Contact MPAConnect for advice and training mpaconnect@gcfi.org
Coral photography: For more information, see https://floridakeys.noaa.gov/coral-disease/
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